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SUMMARY OF THE DAY'S NEWS
The Weather.

WASHINGTON, Fob. 1 (.-Forecast for
JKrlday and'Saturday: ...-,
VJrjtln.u^-Nlr Friday mid Saturday;

llgnt lo noitli winds.
rvtr.'li Carolina-Fair Friday and Satur¬

day) fresh northeast wlndfl.

The sun'n piercing, rays paused the enow
to d sa,;n:iir nipldly ycntu'rdiiy.- It could
hardly have fceen called a warm day, and
yet It .was mild for tho season. 'There
.wan.lower temperature at night.
STATE OF THE THERMOMETER.

¦.¦A. M.i. 23
l'l M. 30
8 P.M.30
8 l\ M. 31
ft X». M.25
12 Midnight ,...;.... 22

Avorapo for 24 hours.27 1-2

Highest lomporaturo ycstirdny.26
¦X/swcMl, tomperatura yestorduy.20
Sltnt temperature ycsterlay. 28
Normal temperature for February.1)7
Diparturo (rorn normal temperature...', n
»T( clpltntlon during past 21 nouns. .20

MINIATURE ALMANAC.
Faforniry 12. 10J4.

Bun rises.7:04 I UIOH TIDE.
Hun sou......5:45 I Morning.....1:S1
Moon risen..,.1:25 Evening.2:13

Richmond,
Anti-Saloaii. League mips out a plan for

nnotiring Impor.ant. tempo.a.icc legislation
at the present session-.A representative
of the Japanese government reported to
bo m Rlcliniotul to arrange for tho man¬
ufacture of umrnunltlon.HOUso refuseB
'to pass tho Du.'cc 'hill, authorizing- the
s-i'o of liquor to students over twenty-one
ytars Old, and the temperance element
shown to ho strong-Oplo bill, making
confirmed uddlction to liquor or drugs
ground for dlvorco.deteated in tho Senate
-Encouraging view of Virginia's agrl-
cultural ounook taken in tiic annual re-
iv)ri of Commissioner Kolner.City treas¬
ury In healthy condition-Well known
lawyer has narrow escape from Injury
bv rod-hot bolt pitched from sky scraper
...Five men elected to till .vacanc.'es In
citv school board-Plea for the EplBco-
pil Churoh to take a aland In favor, of
tha Jar>s.^-Klno prices for tobacco.and
probably half of .tho crop marketed..
inclet-endent tobacco manufacturers or¬
ganizing to light the trust.Alumnao tea
for the Cocke memorial Kind a brilliant
kuccox*.Chamber of Commerce .dla-
cusscm Important new lawn now pending
in tho General Asternbly.Charge of
ticnd&y liquor selling against Richard
iJ.-.i:,rd not sustained.-John Konnedy,
tlw train-wrecker, granted a respite until
March 11-Strenuous nfe of the press
operator In war times-Ijmall boy die*
from Ids Injuries. MANCHESTER-Ro-
pur.| cans huvo a lively sorap over" the
nieetion of delegates-Common Council
will meet this evening-Finance Com-
mlitee met last night and started, on the
r>u(.'fet-Fungrn] of Mrs. Flcurnoy at
I o'clock this afternoon-.General Bolting
vlEl.a Joe Jol nBtbh Cama.Ernest Cole¬
man w.s smt to Jail-Berkeley "White
go: fifteen years in the penltenllaiy.

Virginia.
TI't> situation at Hampdan-Slcrney un-

chunvod; laculty determined and students
:obdurate.Eldridge Jones, arrested in
JWj*t V-rgln.a, believed, it Itoanoke to be
the negro wanted Uiero for assault-
.M.-;;. M-MIIian choked Into Insensibility
and routed by unknown negro at Ivan-
hoe Va.;. ln:or.s<r excitement exists-:.-
Negro In 8 afford shot iv a trap. gun
.unif lias to auk for assistance. and- Is
arirsttti.Coronftr'u Jury of Alexandria
covnty paces responsibility- oi killing
on Southern Railway-Monerrln.dispen¬
sary's first month's operations prove sat¬
isfactory.A northslde farmer killed W-
Htautly bv train near Charlpttesville.-
.alia. Waik. of Tip Top, Taiewcll county,
round dead In bed.Committee from
t:i ailotto^vlile coming to., Richmond to
hocuro female normal 3cliool-''and new
derot-Robert Comptou, of Tazewell, a
i:crdiictor, killed on Mevlcan Hallway-
New concern digging gold in Buckingham
..Full-rlggid ship Henry B. Hyde towed
oil the beach In snow storm; crew taken
«>ff with breeches buoy: ship may be
navfd-Judge Saunders appoints officers
of new court for Pittsylvania la vacation
.Distinguished guentn attend the annu¬
al celebration of the Charley nou?s Fire
Company at Winchester.The vil age of
sfcr.cv.eyvide, in Frederick county, <le-
Btroyed. and Inhabitants flee from burn¬
ing buddings.A scourge of mcasels near
Alantca, In Buckingham counly-Auto-
mob'lc racers to try Virginia and North
Carol na beach-A number of Japs on
Unl ed States war ship nj Norfolk are
hilar.ous over tho victories of their coun¬
try over Russia.

North Carolina.
Negro who k'illed a man for conjuring

hU wife sentenced to bo hanged-The
Supreme Court hears argument on the
anti-Jug law-Mortgage against the
Baptist Fcmilo University of Wl.OCO is
raicelcd.A modsl schaol garden to be
ifoture of g'e.it summer scnool-Com-
promise at Wilson, and 'Ight sentences
given men charged with murder.

General.
Russia rushing ships to relnforeo her

hqu «?r ~ 'n the c'fir tOast; ana.her r-attle
Is rerortcd'lo* have been fought off Port
Amur, resulting In complete destruction
of Russian licet: Port Arthur said to have
be*:n captured by tho Japanese; neither
rt-mor la conllrmcd-Stock market near¬
ly stagnant, only three or four of the
mo.'t important stocks moving as much
as a point from closing of Wednesday;
<'ioslng Ktouly near tho top level of day,
but with trading almost Ftagnant.Bal¬
timore citizens showing H'»-nt courage .-In
fa':n of their great calamity; good pro-
grtB&niado In clearing streets of debris;
tliraighi that Ir.surancri lumpanlns' loss
w'JI not ho mora than' vighty-ilvo mil¬
lions..Senate agrees to vote on the Pan¬
ama canal treaty on or before tho twenty-
third of the month-House agrees to
ainor.d-.nont to urgent dmicloncy bill, np-
pioprfntlrg four million six hundred
thousand dollars ua loan to tho St. Loins
HKl.o<itlon Company-Senator Daniel
in*-.i'<jduces a bill appropriating forty
thui'Saiul dollars to complete tho model
road trom University of Virginia to Mon-
licollo. tin) homo ot Jefferson.Indepen¬
dent tobacco munufaotim:rs meet in Bos¬
ton and devise menus to light the tobacco
trust, It. is probable that legal steps will
he token olthor In Sitate or Fedoral
Courts.Senator Hanna's condition Is
very critical. If not precarious, and the
physicians admit that ho has lost ground
duiing tho last two' days, i

SHOCKEYVILLE
IS DESTROYED

Inhabitants Flee From Burning
Houses for Their

Lives.
rspeclal to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.)

WINCHESTER VA., Feb. H.-Wlth the
exception of n church unci a barn the
village of Phockoyvillo. In Noiihem
Frederick county, was completely do?
ttroyed by fire~at a lato hour last night,
Tho dwellings, about a. dozen In number,
hclonged to Rev. John A. Shoekey, A
high wind funned tho flames, which
spread rupldly. Tho inhabitants were
terrified, und ran for their lives. Not
much personal property.was saved, and
the total loss will reach $10,000. The resi¬
dents have taken temporary quarters'ln
several small houses, owned by Mr,
iShockey, ubou, a railo away,

DANGER OF
EIGHT-HOUR
LABOR BILL

Strong Statement Made
' to House Committee.

THE HEARING IS
/MOST INTERESTING

Personal Encounter .-. Between
Samuel Gompers and Judge

McCammon.

LABOR LEADERS
AVOWED SOCIALISTS

So Declares Mr. Davenport, of'
the Anti-Boycott Association.
He Says They Teach Disre¬
gard of Law .and Instill
Hostility Against Capi¬

tal in Mind of Labor.

(From Our Regular Correspondent.)
WASHINGTON. D. C, Feb. 11..One

of1 the most Interating hearings ever

given on the elghf-hour labor bill was

that of this morning before tho House
Committee on Labor, and In the course

of It, thero were many heated ex¬

changes 'between the representatives of
employers and Samuel F. Gompers, pres¬
ident of the American Federation of La¬

bor.
Gompers left here this afternoon for

Porto Rico, but delayed his journey long
enough to denounce the '.'representatives
of capital," whom ho charged with re¬

ferring to the labor leaders as "blather¬

skites, Incendiaries and Socialists."
At one time It looked as though there

might bo a personal encounter between
Mr. Gompers and Judge McCammon,
representing the Cramps, and Mr. Daniel
Davenport, of Bridgeport, Conn., repre¬
senting'the Anti-Boycott Association of
tho United States.
Mr. Davenport made a clearer state¬

ment of the dangers attending.the opera¬
tion rot an eight-hour bill than Iujs ever'
.been given to the Committee on Labor,
treating tho.subject "from.a philosophi¬
cal and practical standpoint."
He quoted certain Socialistic resolu¬

tions, which had been adopted Injsub-
stanco by a largo number of labor or¬

ganizations, and which tended, ho Bald,
to Incite collisions between capital and
lubor., The resolutions called upon the
laboring men to use their political influ¬
ence to protect their Interests against
the employer. The interests he repre¬
sented had been alarmed at tho growth
of such Socialistic doctrines and the
question of the relations between capital
nnd labor, transcended all local inter¬
ests.

Avowed Socialists.
"If God should call you to-night, gen¬

tlemen of tho committee," he said,
"could you go with your minds easy as

.to the welfare of your children,- If you
knew that doctrines like theso wore In
cxlstenco and spreading?'.'
Many. If, not all, of the labor leaders

cre avowed Socialists, he declared, using
tho labor organizations to advance the
cause of Socialism. They.;teach the
widespread disregard of law and instill
hostility against capital In tho minds of
labor. They demand discriminative legis¬
lation and in times of strikes demand
the discharge of men who stand by their
employers and tho reinstatement of oth¬
ers dismissed because they opposed their
employers. They bring the courts into
disrepute, he said, and attack them pub¬
licly, and In their Journals.
Tho recovery of tho right to' employ

nnd to be employed without restriction,
he considered, the most Important po¬
litical question over presented to the
American people He told of the origin
of tho Anti-Boycott Association, which
had sprung up "because of the persecu¬
tion of a hnt manufacturer of Datihury,
Conn- whom organised lnbor tried to
riiln by putting In practlco: the teachings
of Mr. Gompers in his Journal."
In the course of his work In this con¬

nection, ho had visited many factories
and had been In heart to heart talks
with tho workmen. "I put to them this
question," ho suld: "Would you bo In
favor of a law which deprived you of tho
privilege of working more than eight
hours a dny if you wanted to? I never

found one who favored such a law."
A Great Risk.

Running his eye around tho room and
finally addressing Representative Hearst
In particular, ho aald.. "No groater risk
was ever assumed by any party or man

than to put Itsolf or himself on record
as denying tho workman the right to
work. If you want to test this put such a

plunk. In the platform In your ,co"'
gresslon district and sea what happens,
but don't attempt to put through such
a tyrannical law as this without giving
tho American people a chance to express
their opinion."
He said that the prpvlslou that under

this law worklngmen would not bo per.
mttted to labor moro than eight hours
a day would bo the rock on which"It
would founder. He anticipates endless
litigation between the government and
contractors, and between contractors and
subcontractors In the attempt to enforce
such a law,
During a colloquy between Representa¬

tive Hearst and Mr. Davenport, Mr,
Hearst/said that all of his people were

employed eight Hours ,a, day and he did
not find hla liberty as an employer was
restricted.
"But that is voluntary on your'part,"

responded Mr. Davenport; "while thus Is
an attempt to enforce It by law, nnd
anything which operates to defeat the
liberty of action Is bad."

Heated Colloquy,
His Tape flushed with Indignation, Tslr,(

Gompers said, "It is such men as Mr.'
Davenport who croat,o SoolallstB." He
was tired of having himself nnd bbso-

elates referred to as »'piutllers^^ltes.,,
.---.-¦-:-rt-~. .;-¦¦-.

{Continued'on 8i«tli Fayo^

RUSSIA RUSHING HER
SHIPS TO THE RESCUE.

General Joseph Wheeler Dis¬
cusses the Prospects of the

Russo-Japanese War.

HAS WATER COMMUNICATION

Thinks It Improbable That Rus¬
sian Cavalry Forces Can be
.Used to Any Advantage.

By Major-Gen. Joseph Wheeler.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)

NEW YORK. Feb, 11.With tho exist¬
ence of political conditions, often quite
as potential as those which are purely
military, it would be a very uncertain
gueBS to predict as to the duration of
tho Russian-Japanese war. The possi¬
bilities, might be eaild .dmost to, range
from ono extreme view to tho other.
Japan possesses advantages which givet

°
NEW COMJVlANDER FOR RUSSIAN FLEET.

ST. PETERSBURG, February 11..Admiral Skryd-
loff, commander'of* tho Russian Elack Sea fleet, has left
quietly foii the,'JTar East to tako command of tho Russian
fleet there. .-AH1-unattached naval officers in St.y Petersburg
and Kronstadt have been ordorod to go east promptly with¬
out making farewell calls.

There is a general movement among the public to raise

money for the purpose of increasing the navy._

-Commander-in-chief of the Japanese' navy, two-of the

vessels, of his fleet, and drawing showing how destruction
of-Eussian ships was accomplished..,

PRESIDENT PROCLAIMS
A STRICT NEUTRALITY

that nation an opportunity to become

one of the powers of the world. Its prox¬

imity to the theatre of war and her wa¬

ter lino of communlcaUon may enable the
Mikado to. carry on a victorious cam¬

paign to a speedy, successful and glo¬
rious Isb'uc
' The prompt concentration of the mili¬
tary and naval forces of Japan makes It
possible not only to defeat the Russians,
but to capture their strongholds and a

great part of that portion of the Rus¬
sian army and navy now upon or In tho
vicinity of the coast of the Pacific.

Great Advantage.
WiVer communication d» an immense

advantage, and Japan Is prepared to use

It to the fullest extent. Japan, with
500,000 officers and men available for
military/service, can confront tho Rus¬
sian forces.now In Manchuria and vicin¬
ity, and what Is quite as Important, the
plucky" aggressors can keep their army

supplied With commissary, quartermas¬
ter, ordnance and medical stores, Includ¬
ing, everything necessary for a success¬
ful campaign.
At Fort Donaldson, General Grant had

water communication with his base,-with¬
out which 1.1s campaign wouM have been
very doubtful.
General Grant was right In selecting

Pittsburg lnnding as tho point for the
concentration of the armies under him¬
self and General Buell; but the latter
general being without water communl-
cation, was more than a month behind
General Gra'nt In reaching tho designated
locality.
The campaign in Virginia was anothor

Illustration of.tho importance of this
feature.
McClolIan gained no decided advantage

by Wb direct move from Washington to¬
ward Rlohmond, and ho soon saw that
. he right strategy was to make Jnmes
River his line of communication. This ef¬
fort was thwarted by the administration.

Capture Port Arthur.
The temporary repulse of tho Japanese

In their first attempts to effect a land¬
ing at Port Arthur and thereabouts might
have been expected, but it will not af¬
fect tho final result of tho campaign.
Tho Japanese forces will land and It

seems to m<5 the'lr skillful generals will
be able to beselno Port Arthur, nut off
Its supplies and ultimately capture the
fortress, togother with the Russian troops
which defend It.

I have been asked about tho use of
cavalry In this war, muoh of which I be¬
lieve will finally bo fought out In Korea,
It seems to mo that very little, If any,
of the numerous Russian cavalry oan he
transported to the scene of action. A sin¬
gle track of railroad, mostly constructed
of very light rails, will bo found Impo*
slble to transport the absolutely poqessary
supplies- and munitions of war.

OFFICERS OF SOUTHERN
ON ANNUAL TOUR

HBy Associated Press.)
C0DUM3IA, B. 0. Feb. ll.-Presldent

Spencer, of the Southern Railway, and
the general officers and directors of tho
company, arrived here at I o'clock this
afternoon on their tour over the lines.
They were met by Seoretary Watson and a
committee of prominent members of the
Chamber of Commerce, paid their re.

spects to Governor Heyward at tho ex¬

ecutive chamber, entertained at tile Met¬
ropolitan Club rooms by tho Chamber of
Commerce, given a view of the city from
tho olub rooms on tho twelfth floor of
the Robertson building, and shown
through the model power plant of tho
great Olympia Mills. At ft P. M. IN
Oiarty left (or Charleston.

MR.HANNA .i
IS WEAKER

Physicians Realize That Senator
Has Lost Ground in Last

Two Days.

AWAITING DEVELOPMENTS

(Special to Tbo Times-Dispatch.^
WASHINGTON, D. C. Feb. 11..Sena¬

tor Hanna's condition Is very serious, If

not precarious. His physicians roallzo
this, and aro watching the case with
the greatest concern. The. senator. is

considerably weaker to-day, and, as a

result, his pulse hud run up at 6 o'clock

to 1M pulsations to tho minute. Tho

increased weakufss Is the direct result

of tho fever, as the official bulletins
shows there arc no complication*-. Tho

physicians hope that tho fovor his
reached its worst stago, but whether or

not It has they declare they aro unable
to wiy. Thuy nro simply waiting for

developments and realize tho patient lias
lost ground tho last two duys. Stimu¬
lants have been given the senator during
tho day iinrl with benpfk al results. Ho
retted well during the day, and lias re¬

tained the nourishment given him during
the past twonty-liour hours.
Tho following bulletin was issued la-

night: , [.-.
"At 8 P. M. Collator Ha,nna was vesting

cuil'ctly. ills temperature when tnKcn at
f, o'clock" was 102 2-10. pulse KM. .rosplra-
tion 28. There bus been no change In
his general condition since the morning
bulletin was Issued. Ho retains nil the
nourishment given him for tho past
twenty-four hours. There aro no compli¬
cations.
*?d> "RIXEY.

"CARTER."

ARRESTED FOR
ROANOKE CRIME

Eldridge Jones Thought to be
Assailant of Mrs, Shields
and Her Little Child.

(Special to The Tlnies-Dlspatoh.)
ROANOKE, VA., Feb. ll.-Eldrldge

Jones, a. negro who is suspected of be¬

ing the party who assaulted Mrs. Shields
and her little daughter, was arrested
In Williamson, W. Vn. last night. Jones

disappeared from Uounoke on the day
following the assault, and the police Bent
out circular letters describing tho crimi¬
nal. He comes nearest to answering the
description of any negro yet arrested.
Ho is an exi-convlct.
Tho city has resumed Its normal con¬

dition na the result of many Influential
labor und other organizations adopting
rt-eolutlon/i condemning lawlessness,

(By AflBodated Press.)
WASHINGTON,- Feb. lli-^PresIdent

Roosevelt to-day Issued a proclamation
declaring tho neutrality of, this govern¬
ment in , tho RussorJapanose war-

The dqoument,-after setting forth the

existence of a state of war/ and that

the' laws of the United States, without

interfering with the free expression of

opinion and sympathy or with the operi
manufacture or sale of arms or muni¬
tions of war, nevertheless impose upon
all persons who may bo within their ter¬

ritory and jurisdiction the. duty of an

Impartial neutrality during the existeneo
of the contest, proclaims tho provisions
of the United States neutrality law,
which law forbids tho acceptance-' 6C a

commission to servo either bolllgorent
or enlisting or. hiring or'retaining, .an¬

other person in tho service of, either;
fitting out and arming, or commissioning
vessels of war; Increasing the forco or

uimament of any armed vessel of either
or tho belligerents arriving, in United
"States ports, sotting on. foot'any'mili¬
tary expedition against either belligerent.
Tho proclamation further declaros the
use of United States waters. to prepare
for hostile operations a violation of neu-'
trallty; that after /February loth thero
shall be a lapse of twenty-four hours be¬
tween tho arrival and departure of war¬
ships of tho two belligerents from United.
States ports, and that no warship, shall
remain in any port 'over twonty-four
hours, except for necessary repairs. Such

slv'.ps "hall not bo permitted to talto In
any supplies except provisions, and so

much coal as may bo sufficient to carry
.the vessel to the nearest homo port
Tho proclamation further declares the

principles as to rights of neutrals at sea

contained In the treaty belwoon the

United States and Russia of 1So I, as per¬
manent and Immutable a* follows:
"That free ships make free.goods,, that

is to say, that the effects' or goods be¬
longing to subjects or citizens of a power
pi State at war are free from capture-
nna confiscation, when found, on board
of neutral ^vessel's,' with the exception
of articles of contraband of war; that
tho property of' neutrals on board an

enemy's vessel is not subject to confis¬
cation,; unless the same be contraband- of
war."
The proclamation declares that no per¬

son within the United States shall tako
part In tho war, and warns all cit¬
izens "that while, the free and full ex¬

pression of sympathies In. public and
rrlvato Is not restricted by the laws of
tho United States, military forces in aid
of either belligerent. cannot lawfully..bo
originated or organized ..within their
jurisdiction; nnd that, while all persons
may lawfully, and, without restriction,
by-reason of tlm aforesaid state of war,
manufacture and sell within tho United.
States arms and munitions of war and
other articles ordinarily known as "con-
tiahand of war," yet they cannot carry
such articles upon the.high sens; for tho
usO or sen lee of either belligerent, nor
can they- transport soldiers and officers
of either, or attempt to brsilc any block¬
ade which may bo lawfully established,
nnd maintained during the wtr, without
lieurrlng tho risk of hostile capture, and
the penalties denounced by the law of
nations In that behalf."

British Neutrality.
(By Associated Press.)

LONDON, Feb. U..King Edward,, at a

council hold at Buckingham Pajaco to¬
day, signed a proclamation declaring
Great Britain neutrality during tho war
between Russia and Japan.
The British proclamation of neutrality

Is n lei gthy documontfon tho usual lines
and covers all tho British dominions.

BRAVERY OF
BALTIMORE

Goes Steadily to Work to Re¬

sume Her Place in Business
of the World.

(By Associated Press.)
BALTIMORE. HD: Feb. ll.-To-day

marked tho most cheerful advance, Ilul-
timoro has yet made In" enlarging from
the dark elaud east upon It by tho great
conflagration of last Sunday, and Man-

i'uy. An Incident that inspired tho whole
community with' tremendous confidence
was the resumption of. business by tho

banks, deposits being recolvod und checks
henored In tho¦ .usual way. It would he

difficult to estimate -tho volumo of
transactions In this j-ospoct, hiit accord¬
ing to-, the leudlns bankors, it was.graU-
Kyingly largo in view., of existing coi|-
d'tlons.
Tho knowledge that Baltimore s termi¬

nal faclllties: aro intact, and that tho
i.ralu elevators were not.-Involved In tho
fiery tornado also served to .promote a

popular conviction that the situation U'
not so dark as It bus ¦beretofo.ro>. appear¬
ed. Indeed, tho fueling- 1b manifestly
growing that tho calamity, though bur¬
rowing In every detail, will give the city
un opportunity to readjust Itseff on new
ami more modern plans, mid thut.a now

^Continued, m. .Wwjffltil ^M

MOVE FOR
NEW LAWS

The.. Anti-Saloon League Has
Decided on What It

Wants.
It was gathered yostorday from offi¬

cial sources that tho Anti-Saloon League
of Virginia has practically determined'
upon thu temperance legislation It will
endeavor to secure hi the present General-
AsHpnibiy,
Tho league, it is declared, will uitcnun,

to force through no drastic, measures, but
will from time Ut tlm'o seek to gather
the linos closer around tho saloon and
restrict Its Influence. In tho Legislature
now sitting It will offer at least three
bills and will bo prepared at onco to pour
in a stream of petitions and other mat¬
ter from the constituents of legislators
all over tho State. These* measures ore
now being prepared, and they will be
offeree] wry shortly.

The Measures.
The chief movement of the league at

this tiims will bo lu tho direction of the
social clubs. Tho recent enactment, It Is
held, repealed, thu wrong section of the
Maim law,, and bus proved a nullity. The
main features of tho new bill to bo of¬
fered und pushed Itnmedlately were made

4£autluu'ed ou Second Page,)

Negotiating for Passage
of Her Vessels.

MANY RUMORS
FROM FAR EA

Another Battle ^aid to Havflf
Been Fought, With Destruc-/

tion of Russian Fleet.

IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN
CONFIRMATION OF STORY,?

Port, Arthur Reported to Hav«\
Been Captured by Japanese'
Troops.Russians Said to
Have Bombarded a Japa-'
nese City.China May. ;

Get in the Fight.

(Special Cable to Tho Times-DispatchJ
Copyright, 11)01.)

LONDON, Feb. u..The mosti/'
important developments in ithaii
day's news in the Russo-Japanese 11
war, is the announcement .thaij{a
Russia' is negotiating for permis- j;
sion to have her Black Sea fleet;!;
pass through the'Dardanelles. anoV
her Baltic fleet through the Ger*!,:
man Canal.
As the British Foreign. Office! i

points out, ail attempt on the;par.fr^
of Russia to send a fleet through
the Dardanelles without England's
permission, would .be a grave,
breach of treaty. Whether or. not.
.England, is.prepared' to1 go to the
length of preventing the move¬
ment by force, if necessary, it will
take time to tell. The generaj.be-
lief? here is*that she will veto the
proposal and back up her veto
with her fleet if 'Russia "attempts
toJgnore it.';r' ,"/ " '* ^v ¦*",'.

It is probable that the Baltic',:
fleet will be granted the use of
the German Canal, though it, is!-
held that this would be st-aining
.'neutrality.

Naval experts say if the two
"Russian 'squadrons., should sue-,
ceed in getting to the seat of war ;
'before Japan has'disposed of'the '

vessels already there, it might
make the Japanese position pre¬
carious. The combined Baltic
and Black Sea fleet comprises
twelve battleships and three ar-4:
mored crusers.

Not Landing in Force.
No details have comeyet of the j>

attempt of the Japanese to land'!'
north of Port Arthur on the Siao
Tung Peninsular, which is alleged.',
to have been repulsed by the Rus-;.
sians. ; .

It is probable that this dotpL:
not mean an attempt to land in':;
force, but is more likely to Bo'||
simply parties of marines who are¦-'¦'¦
attempting to cut the railroad be-, ft
tween-'Dalny and New ChwangN';]|
The fact that news is strictly cen-'
sured at Port Arthur now and that
the Japanese, are not giving out |
anything of their movements;;
makes it difficult to get the details v

of this movement. Unless the,
Russians, are covering the roadv
'between these two points in force¦¦/¦
and arc using extreme vigilance, :
it will'not be at all surprising It .

a dash for the purpose of destroy- '

ing bridges and tearing up tracks -,'
is not successful if indeed soma--,

thing of this sort has not already,,
been accomplished.

Another Battle.
A report received here this

morning to the effect that a- ru¬
mor in Tokio declared there had
been another naval battle off Port
Arthur, which had resulted in tho
complete destruction of the Rus¬
sian fleet, caused much excite¬
ment. There has been no verifi¬
cation of the report, either offi¬
cially or otherwise and as subse¬
quent news has been received
from Chefoo. Tien Tsin and oth¬
er points likely to have heard of
such a fight, it is not credited.

Reports reach here from China
which makes it appear there will
be no little difficulty in keeping I
her out of the fight. If, as is
stated, there are 8o,ooo drilled
Chinese soldiers on the border be* ;;
tween Manchuria and Pc Chili,
thev may create a diversion which
would make the task of Japan in
reaching Harbin, said to be the
objective of the campaign, much,'
easier. r i. »..

if the reported capture pi Pprfjj
vjt'v'iv h*- tjue, and at seems not;


